


J glad of an opportunity to bring before this Congresx a 

few suggestions on the subject of the Co-operation of t&nool and 
Home* TheNisoI at itin of the School is calamitous, Duofng their 
school-1 ife itays and girls move in a sphere of taught distinct 
f~om»'*nd touchW the home sphere only iti such/ooints as prizes, 
marks i breakings-ut.& so on* When wo consider that the shhool is 
primarily a plaee\here children go to s/t knowledge,! that the 
desi e for knowledge \s conus on to all us » children t parents 
alike; that the sorts ofV.nowledge gwfd ! profitable for children 
a->: tho-e In which parent\ take ayftatural interest,*® see that 
the school has a doub 1 e runb^ion4-to impart knowledge to the child 
St to keep alive in his heme appertain intellectual stir. 

The Heads of schools might /e 1 1\ t ake Into account that they have 
to deal with both children % pare^ts*& that it rests with them 
to raise the tone of public opinion\not only in the next generation 
but in the present* /they fail In thVs ,their scholars suffer; 
either home is toa/strong for school i aYy intellectual activity 
that had been aroused ceases with school- rtf e* ranks * in fact, as 
a mere epl sode ;or, suppos ing school to have proved itself the 
stronger §y the two forces, the young person finds himself with 
few inte/ests in common with his family* \ 

/ Most evils are traceable toXdeftnite causes 

& probably the idea of developing the ' Faculties 1 of as^child has *„ 
punched the teaching profession on a rather ste rill sin 
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%st -action* Everyone knows that A bright child has all 
factflt>a£ln full play before he Is de vi t a 1 ised>^i5a3t eac 
So, too, has tl^v^ull £ slow child thou^^Mlf intellectual powers 
te not o£ the same oh^r* When^w^roal ise that knowledge is food 
which the mine kno well as does the body 
with its pjp^rT aliment , we shall cea oral teaching; 

4 ^r£htal gymnast 1 cs wiijudo itwr occasional * 

W^T^ofii 1 d ren should at their knowledge 
where we :et it ourse 1 yes , -out of bones- We receive a certain 

e 

decree of mental t itijjation, & interest^ t no doubt, from lectures 
but, for the clear definite understanding of a siib act, we go 
to the rest book to be had on that subject, and children should 
do the same. They are the true Enciylopedi st.$ .demanding knowledge 
of many subjects, and for each subject they should have a whole 
book.o se r e al books, -the best books tin so far as they are of a 
literary character) and complete books .to be read all through 
chapter by cha ter, each chapterfor part of a chapter) to be known 
at a sifigle reading. Now we eet that Bridge Bi frost vrhich should 
connect school and home, k boy shouli collect etween 200 St 300 
volumes .which he has read £ kgews .during his school career. 

Hardly any of these, not even the books he had as a little fellow 

of seven.should be of a sort that he eoul f not fail to turn over 

Jcrvt 

with interest at any time of his life. Thereat hey are such as 
ft is parents read with interest discuss with animation. 

Here we get at once eo -ope i at ion , resting on a 
sound intellectual basis i et wean home school, such co-operation 
would be be more immediate in the day than in the hoarding-school! 
but Ir> the latter case.foo.fh* gradual growth the young scholar's 
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Library would be watered by his parents with very -reat interest, 
ft is commonly supposed that parents will not buy books ,but , f rom 
perhaps unusually ^Ide experience in this matter, l nan say that it 
very seldom happens that a parent is unwilling to buy a aasirable 
book- He does not care to buy books that are oi no earthly use or 
Interest to anybody outside the scboo l -room, but these need be but 
a negligible quantity. 

Haying made o -t his curriculum for each c 1 asa t al lowing 
a score or two of books for each boy , according to class, which he 
requires the parents to buy in the holidays, that they may hay© an 
opportunity of looking them o or in advance, (it is well to arrange 
that 4 single shop shall supply all the boo^s wanted ) ,it seems 
to me that the teacher of the day-school might yet do something 
more to secure intellectual co-operation between school and home. 

For instance, the parents o chil 4 ren of sever would 
like to see reproductions of the half-dozen pictures by Titian.or 
Corot, n Rembrandt , which their chill is to study that term;to be 
leminbed oi the Pilgrim^s Progress & to hear a stirring page 
from the Heroes of Asgard* Mrs Fre wen Lord's "‘ales from 3, Faults 
would be -iajinterest 1 ng to the parents as to their boys and girls, 

& so, too, would a slight summary of the work to be done In tne term 
Si an illustrative passage, read here and the re, would I believe, 
be found of very (great interest to parents; whi le as for the Spacing' 
paint ing, singing, claymo ©lling,drill and so on, these things are 
usually interesting. 

The interest oi the parents in the school-work 
should naturally increase a* ) he children get eider. Thus, for 
children of 9 or 10, a passage from Plutarch's Alexander/ might be 



read, with a little resume oi tr ; e whole if ton Shal'.eapere ’ s Hichard 
III rd * from Lytton's The Last of the E*rnn6! telling; passages 
from their histories of Snetsnd and of France, from Buckley's 
Life and_Her Children , fjia'm a description of verefordshi re,& so 
on »wi th in each case a slight resume of the term 's work, and a few 
words on the Handi craft s , pi ctures to be stud i ed ,d rawing f s inking, 
etc, to be accomplished in the term,would be lively to interest 
parents * 

Mow we come to what might be called the Middle School 
4/ bo vs ft girls ranging from about 12-1L>) where the fctocks increase 
in interest. Morals are definitely studied 1 a passage from Our- 
selves might oe read. Also one from Macaulay's Mss ay on Clive, 
from thei: boo s on French £ English History , f roia Redgauftleft , 
from Paul et Vi rgini § ( wi th an outline of the story) ^ Bo o n * f r o in 

She §4°22§ 42 Conquer, etc. 

Class ! V * t h e Hpper Echoo 1 , t f rom 1 5-10 )af fords / 
besides definite work in Languages ft Mat he mat 1 cs^ much delightful 
reading, for example j Maurice * s Prophets 8_Klng§ , Ethics (Aristotle ) , 
Trench's Past ft Present , Emma , The School lor ^canda I ,Co ieridse , 

e t c ,acco rd i ng to the period in Green's gho r ter _ History , in Lord 9 

Modern gufope .in De Tocqui vi 1 1 e * s b^Ancian Hegfmc # whi ch ^oy ma ^ 

** t~ 

oe studying; a short account of that part set for the term in some 
half-dozen such books, with readings , would be foun^ stimulati/ng 
ft interesting, 

l have not tried evenings of the kind with parents 
but believe the idea vo Id commend itself to teachers. The boo^s 
mentioned are from the curriculum for one term in a school which 
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^‘ isn0 , doing its fifty-first term's wor : on these lines with 
0 jP ia l co-operation on the part of parents. 

The terminal examinat ion/-answers which are sent 
home to the pa rent s *unoo r re c t ed but reported upon, also tend to 
happy co-operation. I know of one large preparatory day-school fo f 
*bo <t 60 boys) where nearly half the little hoys are too young 
to write steadily for the school-hours of a vreektwitft intervals) 
though they deligh t in their exaTnij^^otis . The faster has hit upon 
the happy Wjfjf device of a s k i ng ■ ib|Us School -bo y brothers, 
governesses , etc, to come And tf'rifti The little fellows 1 dictation 
the wonder grew 

"Heft one small head could carry all he new". 

I have confined myself in the above short paper 
to the means of securing intellectual co-operation between Home 
and School,# the whole question turns on the use of books, many, 
living, delightful ,boo>:s. One more point 1 should like to urge* 

; hfes wide cu rr 1 eul um, based on bocKs ,af fords tn itself, a sound 4 
broad moral training « riot only because most of the books *ead are 
profitable "for example of life & instruction in manners "but 
also because mental vacuity Is a fertile source ni wron^-tb ink J ng 
& wrong-doing. 

May I repeat that the kind of education 1 suggest 
(Which is, of cours e , I o 1 1 owed to some extent in all good schools) 
rarely fails to meet with a sympathetic response from parents. 

They find their $$$$$$$ children "such interesting companions 
& ma^y of the school studies are of a sort in which they can 
themselves participate* The books supply a channel for intellectual 
interests between the school $ the home’* 
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V.B. I may add Jhrnt to read many books takes less time that* 

the curriculum of most schools. There need be no home-work 
and the afternoon is devoted to field-work A handicrafts, 
so that onlv the morning aehool-hpurs are scent In study, 
t have made no mention of studies except such.as, ?jr? 
yy^Vfr/ because they are literary, may induce the co-pperation 
of parents • 








My latter to the Times Educational Supplement o 1 the I5th 
Fearuary has met with so wide a sesponse that perhaps 


«f readers * of- National Education vou would allow me to aa*e 

a further exooaition of a method which rests upon a few seemingly 
unimportant discoveries as to the behaviour of mind. The results 


so altogether profitable tr the nation, that 1 believe .Sir.you will 
„e furthering the cause to which you do such admirable service by 


of sOmd Council Schools vKHM-irng on thirs method. Here is the report 


■L a -LU-t^.- Standard IV -a beautiful class, very alive. Children were 
'reading aloua with good dramatic feeling* They had tasen Act I 
& were as-ced to paraphrase it ana one gave a most lucid description 
of a ver . wordy conversation# Three tnen came to the front v 
repeated in parts a small scene without books.* girl chooses her own 
players t they learn their parts near the close of one afternoon. 
Twentv-five bought copies of T welfth Might last term out of a class 
of 40 as thBlr mothers wanted to read it,/ in one home the lather, 
^mother ot- chi ldren read It through in four nights .each taking a 
character.". , , • • a . . , 



of practices founded on th^s^ methods are so surprising & delightful. 
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ttil 3 ba ft worthy offering for our men when tney come bac* - a home in 

f*- 

which family readings of Shag espe rare/ .Scott ft the lirte.mage life 
joyoas ft full of interest? It may (re said there is nothing new in 
that, Hoes' nt every school get up a play of Shag espe&rej every yea*? 

But* in this case may cail attention to the fact that there is no 

Si4w ft 

getting up.ite, teaehing^ao explanation* the children simnly read ft 
Know. 

4* draw lar*e drafts upon the intelligence of children ft such damlts 
are not dishonoured in one case out of a hundred* In fact, I do not m 
gnaw of the tf'cne 1 case* 

These are, roughly speaking, the principles we act upom 
Everyone has a mind? mind, lire body, must be fed* cnildremour 

'tie. 

eguerience seems to show, ha /e minds Gf^cilibre ft oower that thev will 
have throughout life* that is, all children are not equal, but every 
child is equal to himself at his best ft at any period of his life* 

f : « x - 

that isj the functions which Education has hitherto ta^en uoon herself 
of ’developing the faculties', 'teaching children now to learn 1 , ^ so 
on, are g^ratituous ft unnecessary. The demand of children is lor 
large quantities of 'mind food'* ikit information is not such food* 

that which they will assimilate must be put in liteirary form, must be 

oi the arresting sort that one gnows at a single reading given t hi 

rbrtjn 

of intellectual diet, ft thaj are omnivorousihiatory or travel, 
science or art, no thing comes amiss. The curiosity oi children Is 4 

unbounded ft they range with deli ht over the whole field of <now4ed£ej 

it ■ ' • i/* 

variety ,1a, as necessary to them as quantity ft quality 
in their intellectual diet. 


i 


But youth is the season oi discipline t the method of taeir sel l- 
education must supply the s*ao4int; discipline which youn people 
rrt.uire. *e find tnis in the old afloat" "he mind cat^proauce nothing 
but what it can produce in the form of an answer to a question out by 
the mind to itself." In conformity with this precept, we require 
children t.o tail in speech or writing .that which they have acquired, 
or some part ox it. '*e find ourselves here,a:ain, standing on the 
bedrocic of naturet.such 'telling' proves to be natural & delightful 6 
to children 9 * they throw much or themselves into it,^ Pehold, irfr the fr 
without any direct effort on our cart, every one of the 'faculties' 
is developing li<e flower or leax-buds after spring showers} 
Recognising these & some other oolxts in the behaviour of rtird, Any- 
body's mind, we are able to a raw uo alarmingly fail syllabuses of 
worg ter,, by term.wnich the cniituen revel in - cover easily, 5 are 0 
preoared to enjoy the wee^ ox ' scam 1 nation ' witn which each term anas. 

-y- &*&**>*-• **4^ 
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These examinations serve the same purpose as the narrations which 
follow each period of study, they are rather relords U very full 
records ), than tests* 

Since the wise action of the Board of Education in 
substituting friendly inspections for formal examinations, the 
children who attend elementary schools ar» especially open to 
receive a "liberal education". Their natural lovfe of Knowledge 
has free play because they are not detracted by competition in 
arii^ ioijii, thev do not wor.K for prize* or place \ so are peculiarly 
omen to what has been called the "joy of lsSrning . 

U*.. 

This temp er Council Schools is well Illustrated 

A ft*,* * 

by extracts from a few 1 fitters from the boys of i bi? school 

came to bt written because 'students who have been trained at a 

certain Secondary Training College have been as<ced to gi v e a 

little help in Nature Study to town schools* The-— AatUes are 

■se*it«*d'"over the country usual tjr as governesses in families, 

^ the plan is for a governess her pupils to undertake a school, 

sending iron time to ti^e such specimens of twl,? or flower as are 

required for the term's wor*c. Hut cannot introduce the boys 

Utters better than by an extract from Hiss ^Js, the more so as « 

mar:es a point to which am anxious to call attention. T he ^ir 

Search 1 the boys refer to is the notes on the nour s of the birds 

A^vt/ * ' 7^^* 1 

songs suggested in the February P.R-. . Kisa 3- i Kiss M- with their 

pupils S I with my two are Keeping an account of the birds *hich .^icr. 
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% the hours * the weather In which they sing. These lists we are 
going to exchange every mouthy M- suggested that the bo^s should 
join us# T wish you could see how happy -S~ & M- are over it. They a 
have thrown themsel vis into it heart *J- soul St are i d]l oi ideas 
5 plans to give the boys pleasure t help them# It is bouna to have a 
lasting influence on these two girls ?f the boys that they nave 
o found this ground of common Interest is’nt it? Hoes'nt it all maice g 

\ 

one see visions of the future with a new sympathy ? * understanding 
binding all "c lass»s f \ I am so ^Ud that a- £ M- have this wonderful 
opportunity ".Here are some fragments- from the letters of the boys 
, which are much too short to do justice to the writers*- 
up *o you fancy CoMolanus t Last days of Pompeii, they interest me fine 
-*.l think the litter you sent us has given us something to thiry{ 

auout when we go in the par<s or woods t notice the .-inds of birds.## 
are learning out of doo.s now which are very interesting ©ap/eciaj 

Coriolanus. I would 11k© to Know which dock you litve best of all 11 ...* 
have not seen or heard many birds vet bat as time *oes on we are 
goin^ to copy your example ** listen for them in the, woods.* . *fe are 


kettins? verv b own bread t not much sugar ** tapers* Flour is 3/- a si 
per stone, I want to »notf how vou 11k© the Science Looks ^ 
Coriolanus* I llx© them very much"*/ 1 The irds are helping to ma e ti 

Tit w fJJ ft ? ftft fit ^O] B 

things happier sine© they started singing once more especially 

the thrush ^ the lark ?*...' 1 I should li<e to spend about a wee< doing 

nothing else but exam inking the trees Si watching for the birds'* * « . • V 
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the hours t the weather in which they sins. These lists we are 'oiR 
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w e have been comparing your twigs with the twites we get at 

A they a -re not a paAeh on yours".,.,.’: The best twigs are the 

horjfp-ehestnut.oa.c ft ash.... the scar on the horsecnestnut is very P^*~* 
plain ft the cluster of buds upon the oak"..,.."! have on--ly 3 sen 
ene tree that came anythin? near as good as the ones from Oxford"..* 
"We should he very pleased if you would serta us some idea about the 
oirds in vour parts"..,., "it school we are reacting some of Shades- 
pearedjs plavs such as' As You Lite I t'&' Julius Caesar', it 
present we are reading Coriolanus ft we have read t 3van'el*.,e bv 

Longfellow" " T wish " was going with AM you aearching tA{ 

because I am interested in birds" ...... "There are not many oirds 

over here. There are only crows ft snepsters ft robins ft we see gust a 

few seagulls. " 

I venture to add two complete letters which give a ft 

/•f ■**! Y: /?' 

i'atr id^a of the rest, the point bain? that the two rlrls in the South 

A 

are worziiv^ on an identical svlla^us % thereof ore have much in common 
c&Cki^h the * i r 1 s jmv include ..or- aujjects* 
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As have said , I call dtt6t MtM witnesses to support certain points 
which I wish to waives a liberal education based on wide rea.din£ 
should M&s-tor joyous living in whatever circumstances the bov or 
*lrl may^ h* placed* it should ma.a lor a happy home life in the 
present * afford memories enriched with all the pa^eintry of 
li teraturer^quisi te scenes over which we nave laughed or wept 
with those aear to usr p * is there a closer bond? It should 
afford the intellectual /ridifaMjffrfiW <round wora for rational social 
Intercourse; Jt shouid t as Miss D f suggests, bridge over the 
disastrous *ulf which separates social classes, .& rrfjCM^restore some 
thin^ oti the friendship resting on common interests wnich existed 
everywhere before the days oi vast industrial underta&lnxs* a 
friendship which has asserted itself a a in in the relations 
between officers % men in tne Army. Here we xt a happy 
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by the tlM he is twelve, he should have read i thought a good de»l • 
Eut it is never too late to mend beoause education U a state 
ehlch you may enter at any port by any route. Men must have 
knowledge if they are to be fully alive 6 it remains true that the 
proper Knowledge «or mankind is nan A that the best avenues for 


L- tht3 knowledge are through history . 1 iterature A art. 
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aloud. ^ While In the blacksmith's shop he learnt many portions of 


of what great consequence it is that our minds should be habit- 
uated to the co/vtensplatioa of excellence, & that* far from being 
contented to make such habits the discipline of our youth only, we i 
should to the last moment of our lives continue a settled inter- 
course with all the true examples of grandeur. Their inventions 
are not only the food of our inf anc^y .but the substance which 
supplies the fullest maturity of our vigour. The mind is but a 
barren soil which is soon exhausted, & will produce no crop .or 

_ _ . . . * . , * « o with 


Shakespeare, with a decided preference for Hamlet." 
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Becaus^rto quote the wise words of Sir Joshua Reynolds, {.it appears _ 




personal liberty & persona,! responsibility 






